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On the Front Cover:   At the beginning of the new 2014 school year, 
the Tennessee School for the Blind presented the school’s newly pro-

duced video “Beyond Vision”.  This must-see six-minute overview of 
the school’s activities expresses both enthusiasm and the energy fo-
cused on individualized excellence in creating contributing participating 
members of society.   

 
On the Back Cover: Mr. Randall Eller, a professional magician for 
twenty-five years, said he had never performed for a visually impaired 

audience before. In August, the students at the Louisiana School for 
the Visually Impaired were treated to the Wonder of Magic.  
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  A Message from the President 
By Steve Gettel, President, Montana School for the Deaf and Blind 

 
Destiny is no matter of chance. It is a matter of choice. It is not a thing to be waited for; it is a thing to be 
achieved.  - William Jennings Bryan 
 
As educators and school administrators, all of us have been liv ing the life of strategic planning, school 
improvement plans and accountability brought on by the rules that guide and fund public education.  I’ve 
commented before that education reform has been a mixed bag with some successful outcomes and some 
frustrating challenges.  For me the frustration has come from initiatives that can’t be rationally applied to the 
work we do because the unique needs of our students haven’t been addressed in the reforms.   
 
Thinking back to the implementation of the NCLB, I remember being angry both as a teacher and an 
administrator.  It felt like we were being “done to” rather than “done for.”  Those feelings were validated by 
the actions of the federal and state departments of education. For the first time in my career, we were told 
what we were going to do and how we were going to do it regarding curriculum and assessment.  No one 
asked for my opinion or any qualif ied data about what my students needed.  If you believe the practices of 
education are frozen in concrete and things must change, then using muscle is probably the most expedient 
way to start a reform process.  Not the smartest, but maybe the quickest.   
 
Fifteen years later, with the development of the “common core” and computer adaptive assessments, there 
seems to be less muscle and more effort to collaborate with the field of special education.  Recently there has 
been a place at the assessment planning table specifically for those of us who educate children who are blind 
or visually impaired, as well as those with other low incidence disabilities.  Though there is an obligation on 
the part of the test developers to make the assessments accessible, we know their knowledge about what 
our students need is limited.  And we know through previous experience that without genuine collaboration 
and our feedback these tools probably won’t work for our students.   
 
It’s no accident that the Department of Education and test contractors are including us.  We were chosen 
partially because there is an obligation.  More importantly, we were chosen because we informed the 
Department of Education we want our students to be successful.  We made it known that valid, reliable and 
accessible tests do matter.  They are just as much a fundamental part of instruction and learning for our 
students as they are for our student’s sighted peers. We have a seat at the table because our partner in 
education, the American Foundation for the Blind, proposed the Cogswell-Macy Act, an integral part of reform 
legislation that matters most for our students.  And we continue to have a seat at the table because the 
COSB legislative briefings keep the needs of our students and our schools in front of those who will decide 
the future of the ESEA and IDEA. 
 
Thanks to the work of our executive director, the board, and our membership, COSB has embarked on the 
process to develop a strategic plan that will ensure what we do in the future will be by choice and not by 
chance.  We will not be the victims of reform ideas that don’t meet the needs of our students, but rather our 
students will be achievers because we did not wait.   
 
It has been a pleasure serving these past two years as COSB’s president.  I am proud of the work we have 
done together to ensure the viability of our organization, schools and programs.  I look forward to the future 
with COSB being guided by a strategic plan that serves our membership and all blind and visually impaired 
students across the country, regardless of where they go to school. 
 
The future belongs to those who prepare for it today - Malcolm X 
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A Defining Moment in my WSSB Transcribing Career 

By Zach Lattin, Washington State School for the Blind (WSSB) 
 

Zach is a congenitally blind braille proofreader and math teaching assistant at the WSSB.  He graduated from 
the University of Washington with a B.S. in pure Mathematics and a B.A. in Spanish language and litera-
ture.  He has taught Braille in four countries including the U.S.  For fun, he enjoys traveling, collecting An-
dean instruments, playing music, hiking, and cooking. 
 
We have completed a very important and defining braille transcription project at the ORC.  It is a book called 
Discrete Mathematics and Its Applications 7th edition, by Kenneth Rosen.  This transcription is important for 
several reasons: well-brailled advanced mathematics texts are hard to come by in today’s world of quick and 
dirty braille, and a study of discrete math is become essential in the science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (stem) fields in the 21st century.  On a personal note, it contains many topics very near and 
dear to my pure-math major’s heart. 
 
You may ask “What is Discrete Math?”  The short non-technical answer is that it is the study of non-
continuous processes in math, engineering, and biology; knowledge gained through studying discrete math 
can be used to design electrical circuits, create good and correct computer algorithms, plan efficient commu-
nications and transportation networks, and mottle many other processes in the world around us.  Many high 
school and middle school math books we have brailled contain chapters or sections on Discrete math, but this 
is the first book dedicated entirely to the subject that has ever been available in braille! 
 
The book, which is over 60 braille volumes and more than a thousand print pages, tested the limits of the 
Nemeth Braille Code itself.  Over the course of the almost two years we spent brailling it, we sold four copies 
of the transcription to various higher-ed institutions around the country!  It is the type of book that, in the 
words of an old UW topology professor of mine, “puts mathematical hair on your chest.”  It is rife with sym-
bol-heavy formal definitions, theorems, corollaries and proofs.   
 
Abe Nemeth designed the braille code for Mathematics to handle all of the notation in such structures with 
elegance and ease, and our transcription is a testament to Nemeth’s foresight and consistency in these areas.  
I don’t think that Abe Nemeth could have foreseen the amount of influence that computer science would 
have on modern mathematics in 1972, and here we ran into some trouble!  Statements such as “max := {an 
integer between -10 and 30}” are neither entirely Nemeth nor entirely computer braille code.  We actually 
had to invent eight or nine new braille symbols over the course of the transcription, and at times we played 
fast and loose with differences in context between computer braille, literary  and Nemeth braille, but in the 
end I believe we have produced a consistent and readable transcription. 
 
Felicia Dixon, a transcriber at The Washington State Correctional Center for Women (WCCW), was the main 
transcriber assigned to the project.  Angela Vargas was the project manager.  Angela and Felicia, (and all the 
transcribers at WCCW,) are the heroes of this project; because of their expertise, dedication and attention to 
detail, a very important book has been made available to the blind STEM community.  The book was a trip 
down memory lane for me and a learning experience for all of us.  It took countless phone meetings with 
WCCW, a lot of collaboration and close readings of Nemeth and computer braille rules, but in the end, we did 
what I believe the ORC does best: we came together as a team to produce a quality one of a kind transcrip-
tion that blind students can use to empower and educate themselves and others. 
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BANA Report  
April 2014 

By Stuart Wittenstein, Ed.D, California School for the Blind 
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Congratulations to the 2014 COSB/POSB Award Recipients 

 
At the annual Awards Banquet held during the COSB Leadership Institute, administra-
tors, educators, paraprofessionals and residential staff members are recognized for 
their service and dedication to their respective service groups. This year a distin-
guished group of professionals were recognized by their peers. The following individu-
als were presented a plaque in their honor.  

 

 
Pictured above are:  
Joseph Catavero— POSB Principal/Director of Programs Leadership Award, 
New York Institute for Special Education 
 
Carmen Grove Suminski— COSB Leadership William H. English Award, Former 
Superintendent of the North Dakota Vision Services and School for the Blind  
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Outstanding Teacher of Students who are Blind/Visually Impaired 

• Kay Pruett, Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
 
Outstanding Teacher of Students who are Blind/Multiply Impaired 

• Laura Lindsey-Ramirez, Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
 

Outstanding Paraprofessional 
• Chris Wellman, Maryland School for the Blind 

 
Outstanding Residential Life Staff Member 

• Tony Riley, Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
 
Outstanding Related Service Provider 

• Kim Conlin, Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
 
Outstanding Provider of Outreach Services 

• Susan McCoy, Idaho Educational services for the Deaf and Blind 

POSB 2014 Award Recipients  
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by Beth Caruso 
COSB Clips Editor 
Perkins School for the Blind 

CLIPS 

ALABAMA 
The Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind (AIDB) named Vera Hendrix, an AIDB educator with 37 years of 
classroom and administrative experience in special education programs, the Vice President of Instructional Pro-
grams. Hendrix graduated from the University of Alabama (UA) with a bachelor’s degree in hearing impair-
ment, master’s in specific learning disabilities and education specialist in specific learning disabilities. She also 
has a master’s from Jacksonville State University in education administration. Hendrix is responsible for in-
structional programs at Alabama School for the Deaf (ASD), Alabama School for the Blind (ASB) and Helen Kel-
ler School, as well as AIDB’s Child Nutrition Program and Health and Clinical Services. 
 
Dr. Dennis Gilliam was named Special Education and Test Coordinator. He received bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in secondary education mathematics from UA, certif ication in v isual impairment from the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham, educational administration from the University of Montevallo and his doctorate in 
deaf studies/deaf education from Lamar University. Gilliam taught two years in Tuscaloosa, mathematics at 
ASB for six years, and then became an ASD educational administrator for 14 years. 
 
Ground was broken for ASB’s Gene Landreth Music Center, due for completion in May 2015. It will incorporate 
music, band and chorus programs into one facility with sound, music, practice, recording and storage areas. 
The facilitity was designed by the architectural firm of Barganier, Davis, and Sims - with ASB and AIDB staff 
input; Hicks Construction Company began construction in June. 
 
Alabama native Helen Keller, and teacher Anne Sullivan, introduced the world to deafblindness through Ameri-
can Sign Language. Fast forward 50 years to Pro-Tactile Communication and Support Service Providers, pio-
neered – in part – by Jelica Nuccio and aj granda. Both presented to approximately 120 professionals and the 
deafblind community in September at AIDB – funded through the new Alabama Initiatives for Children and 
Youth who are Deaf and Blind grant. —- Christine Parker Roberts [roberts.christine@aidb.state.al.us]  
 
ARKANSAS 
The Arkansas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired (ASBVI) is now offering a monthly “Braille Boot Camp” 
for families, teachers, support staff, and community members interested in learning braille.  Participants learn 
the basics of the braille code and practice reading and writing braille.  ASBVI braille teacher Lori Cole reports 
“it’s great fun. The participants get along great and always look forward to the next session.” 
 
Boot camp participant Mildred Nordman has a son in kindergarten at ASBVI, and has been participating, along 
with her husband Craig. “I thought it was worth my time, because my son is a braille learner,” says Nordman, 
who goes on to say “I enjoy the class, because I get to see and put my hands on a braille writer, and it will 
help me help my son at home.” Nordman plans on bringing her mother to next month’s boot camp, and has 
expressed an interest in becoming a teacher of students with impaired vision in the future.  
 
The boot camps are offered once a month on Mondays or Tuesdays in the ASBVI library.  October’s boot camp 
class focused on the braille code, specifically on the alphabet, whole words, common conjunctions (and, for, 
of, the, & with), as well as making a Halloween pumpkin.  —- Chris N. Wilks [cwilks@asb.k12.ar.us] 
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CALIFORNIA 
California School for the Blind (CSB) congratulates Brittany B., of Merced, CA.  Her ceramic sculpture was ac-
cepted for display in the APH Insights Art Exhibit, held at the annual meeting in Louisville, Kentucky in Octo-
ber.   There were over 300 entries in this year’s competition.  Pieces were selected based on “originality of 
concept, expressive use of medium, and artistic excellence”.  CSB’s art program continues to encourage all 
students to express their creativ ity through a variety of mediums, and our annual Spring Art Show provides 
students with the opportunity to display, and on occasion, sell their original works of art.  If you attended 
APH this October, you had the chance to view Brittany’s entry! —- Sharon Sacks [ssacks@csb-cde.ca.gov] 
  
Junior Blind of America has introduced a new transition program in our Special Education School for students 
ages 18-22 who are blind or visually impaired with moderate-to-severe disabilities. Through a specialized, dis-
ability-specific curriculum, our students learn skills to help improve their quality of life in the post-graduate 
placements anticipated by their families. This includes all aspects of the Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC), 
including daily liv ing skills, career skills and social skills.     
  
“The goal of the program is to provide our students with the skills they need to actively participate in a post-
graduate placement that matches their highest possible level of independence,” says Lois Booth, Principal of 
Junior Blind’s Special Education School.  “Enabling maximum potential ensures our students and their families 
enjoy the best quality of life possible.”  
  
Students, like Tae Eun, begin the day by “clocking in” using a real time 
clock and spend their day performing a variety of simulated work tasks. The 
students also operate a snack cart for which they take inventory, shop and 
transport along a fixed route around campus. 
  
The snack cart has proven to have many benefits!  Our administrative staff 
enjoy interacting with our students regularly, while the students gain valu-
able hands-on work experience in vending.  
—- Donald Ouimet [douimet@juniorblind.org]  
 
COLORADO 
Colorado School for the Deaf and the Blind (CSDB) proudly announces CSDB has been awarded the 2014 Jan 
Stauber Grant through the efforts of Joyce Smith, our school media specialist.  The grant will promote a part-
nership between the School for the Blind and the School for the Deaf, with the goal of introducing our middle 
school students to the genre of ‘mysteries’ via Sherlock Holmes stories.  This will be a collaborative effort in-
volving our Language Arts teachers and Ms. Smith.  
  
The School for the Blind will be involved in a partnership with the Colorado Center for the Blind this year.  
One of the major priorities will be a ‘mentor’ program developed for our middle school students.  Through 
this partnership, representatives from the Center will discuss with students long-range goals and steps to 
take which can lead to success.  In addition, this will provide a forum to examine challenges which should be 
viewed as opportunities, not barriers.  This ‘mentor’ program will also explore various topics related to life 
skills as well as application strategies.  We look forward to this endeavor with the Colorado Center for the 
Blind. —- Carol Hilty [chilty@csdb.org] 
 
FLORIDA 
Florida School for the Deaf and Blind (FSDB) cross country team is special for many reasons–our school is not 
like others in many ways. Other schools provide opportunities to train during the summer and on Saturdays. 
We have only a few short weeks to prepare our athletes for the season plus we must juggle around students 
liv ing in other cities–all of whom go home during the weekends. 
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Our students this year have put in 110% during team practice and game meets against other schools. This 
year's team has eight boys who are visually impaired boys and one girl who is hard of hearing. This is first 
year that the VI students have dominated the team. They all have hearts like Olympians and self-motivation 
that is awe-inspiring!   
 
At each away meet, some of our student athletes do have a few obstacles to conquer. Cross country courses 
at each school do not follow a regulatory design; each course is different. If a visually impaired athlete is not 
familiar with the course or if it lacks clear marks for navigation, confusion can ensue. Even with these chal-
lenges, our student athletes show up at every game practice and meet with smiles on their faces. This posi-
tive attitude shows their determination to complete each race to the best of their ability.  
 
This year, all of our cross country athletes have put in outstanding performances at every one of the schools 
against whom they raced. "We are immensely proud of their performance, with two first place wins thus far, 
and one second place win," said FSDB Blind/Career Education and Transition Principal Mary Lou Hofmann. "I 
am confident that the majority of our students will place well in the district meets and move up to take on 
the regional competition." —–  Mary Lou Hofmann-Sitten [hofmannm@fsdb.k12.fl.us] 
 
GEORGIA  
Georgia Academy for the Blind (GAB) had a very successful curriculum fair project this fall.  This project was 
developed to increase literacy and to help enhance the school climate. The book A Fabulous Fair Alphabet by 
Debra Frazier was read to all students K-12 in the school. Over the next few weeks fair concepts from the 
book were discussed and personal student experiences shared both in the library and in indiv idual classes. 
 
The library classes used the words in the Frazier book as well as other words generated from reading addi-
tional fair-related books to create a fair vocabulary list. ECE and VI+ students then categorized this list ac-
cording to the following categories: animals, rides, games, food, and judging. In addition, students and the 
media specialist syllabicated the words from the book and used them to create class fair haiku poems, which 
were published as part of the project. 
 
Each class in the school created a curriculum project from each curriculum area (science, math, economics, 
etc.) based on the Frazier book. The projects were displayed in the library on a Friday morning and there was 
a mini-fair in the gym.  Fair activities included visiting displayed projects, a large blow up slide, cotton candy 
and popcorn.   All students were scheduled during their Ready for the Word/Expanded Core Curriculum time 
to attend each of the activities. —- Amy Bardash [abardash@doe.k12.ga.us]    
 
IDAHO 
The Idaho Educational Services for the Deaf and the Blind (IESDB) is piloting an Expanded Core Curriculum 
(ECC) program for students who are visually impaired and blind in public schools.  Fitting these skills into stu-
dents’ middle school and high school class schedules can be challenging and, unfortunately, sometimes 
placed at the bottom of a “needs” list in some school districts.  The Educational Specialists of IESDB joined 
with Teachers of Students with Visual Impairment/Blindness in school districts in the Boise and surrounding 
areas to create a monthly class time for students to get together.   
 
While it is called “ADL (Adaptive Daily Liv ing Skills) class,” the 3-hour time slot includes three rotating classes: 
making a snack to learn food preparation skills, discussions on social skills, and activities with a Post-
Secondary Transition Specialist.  The Idaho Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired provides use of 
their training facilities in Boise.  Each participating school district demonstrates a commitment to the program 
by providing a sack lunch for the 10:00-1:00 class time; paying a small fee for supplies; and allowing an 
“early release” just as they would athletes so missed class time does not count against students.  We hope to 
expand this monthly class to our other regions next school year.  
—- Jeanne-Marie Kopecky [jeanne-marie.kopecky@iesdb.org]  
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ILLINOIS  
The Hadley School for the Blind presented its annual Student Awards during the 
Annual Meeting of the Board of Trustees at the Skokie Country Club in Glencoe, 
Ill. in October. Hadley has formally presented student awards for more than 50 
years. Winners are chosen by faculty and staff for their outstanding achieve-
ment in their studies and are honored at Hadley’s Annual Meeting each Octo-
ber.  
 
Since 2007, Hadley President Chuck Young has also given a President’s Award 
in recognition of an indiv idual or group demonstrating exceptional spirit in rais-
ing awareness of the needs and abilities of individuals who are blind or visually 
impaired.  This year, Hadley’s award winners included a small business owner, 

a veteran and volunteer, a braille reader liv ing with macular degeneration, a teacher of the visually impaired, a 
grandmother who is supporting her blind grandson and a mother of a blind daughter and teacher from India. To 
learn more about this year’s award winners, please visit www.hadley.edu.  
—- Kate Streit [kate@hadley.edu] 
 
INDIANA 
Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired (ISBVI) has a new “look” for the Short Course Program for 
Kindergarten – 12th grade students with visual impairments attending their local schools throughout Indi-
ana.  These students come to ISBVI the first two weeks of each month, for intensive programming in the Ex-
panded Core Curriculum (ECC) areas based on their IEP goals. They may also attend electives (Art, Physical 
Education and Independent Liv ing).  At the end of each week, summary notes are sent to parents, the Blind/
Low Vision teacher, and local school teachers.  An ISBVI middle school student had a wonderful opportunity to 
be part of a documentary film shot by a Notre Dame Alumni filmmaker. It started with a school day in the life of 
a student who is blind and ended with the student experiencing a Notre Dame vs. Stanford football game.   
 
The high school English and Horticulture classes studied Indiana author, Gene Stratton-Porter. They read two of 
her novels, The Girl from the Limberlost and Freckles, which were among the first books to be brailled for stu-
dents in Indiana. The classes visited  Stratton-Porter’s home in Geneva, where she wrote the books and her log 
cabin in Rome City. This is the Limberlost State Museum Historic Sight. A sensory tour was set up for the stu-
dents at each of the sights.  
 
ISBVI will host the 7th annual Indiana Braille Challenge in February with a theme of “Literacy Luau Beach Party.” 
The apprentice group this year will be able to choose to take the UEB or EBAE test. Indiana has always had sev-
eral students earn a trip to the Nationals and we’re hoping they are successful this year. Can’t wait for a winter 
Luau! ISBVI will pilot Scouts Group (grades 3-6) Cane Quest the next day. Students will team up with a sighted 
adult and compete as a team in their own obstacle course. —- Toni Hughes [thughes@isb.state.in.us] 
 
KANSAS  
The Kansas State School for the Blind (KSSB) has expanded its commitment to Community-Based Instruction.  
Students in our Life Skills classes are building their skills by working four days a week at the local Society for 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.  These regular visits allow students to explore their interests and make mean-
ingful contributions to this animal welfare organization in the Kansas City area.  The community work experi-
ences also allow KSSB instructional staff to capture employment skills in pictures and videos that are part of in-
div idualized portfolios that show students as competent and capable workers.   
 
KSSB is also partnering with a national grocer, Price Chopper, to provide students an opportunity to give back to 
their community.  Each week, a local Price Chopper store donates day-old flowers to our school.  Students cut, 
arrange, and deliver the flowers to different locations across our campus.  The act of delivering flowers can help 
students develop their communication and social skills in a natural context.  This simple venture is another way 
for students to develop meaningful skills and to be seen as competent, caring, and productive members of their 
community —- Jon Harding [jharding@kssdb.org] 
 



12                   Howe’s Now                                                Fall 2014 

 

KENTUCKY  
Kentucky School for the Blind (KSB) students and staff arriv ing at KSB for the first day of school in August, saw 
many exciting changes. These included a number of renovation projects making for a more conducive learning 
environment.  The Scoggan Courtyard was beautifully landscaped with new plants and rocks.  The Scoggan 
classroom lobby and office were updated.  The lobby was equipped with a new workspace, making for efficient 
and safer transition of guests entering and exiting the building. The Low Vision Clinic was relocated to the 
Scoggan building.  This area includes a waiting room for parents, teachers and children and exam room. Both 
rooms were freshly painted and equipped with new furniture.  Elementary students and staff that were dis-
placed during the winter due to the water damage, were able to return to their newly renovated classrooms in 
the McDaniel Building. Hartford Hall was equipped with new energy efficient appliances in the kitchen and cafe-
teria serving line. Perhaps the biggest campus project was the renovation of the Evans Hall Dormitory.  All wall-
paper had been stripped and walls were painted.  Carpet in the dorm rooms was replaced with new tile. Lan-
gan Gym got a big face lift with a new tri-color paint job. 
 
The KSB Outreach Department conducted a Statewide Conference for Families of Children who are Blind and 
Visually Impaired in September at Camp Courageous, a non-profit medical camping facility in Scottsville, 
KY.  Twenty-five families attended the conference. The theme was “And All that Jazz” with instruction provided 
by KSB music instructors.  Aside from the instructional sessions, parents and grandparents had ample time to 
network with each other while their children were busy interacting with their peers in a plethora of recreational 
programming.  A great time was had by all! —- Paula Penrod [paula.penrod@ksb.kyschools.us] 
 
LOUISIANA  
Louisiana School for the Visually Impaired (LSVI) was treated to the won-
der of magic in August.  Randall Eller, a professional magician for twenty-
five years, said he had never performed for a visually impaired audience 
before.  Eller said, “It was one of the best shows I ever done in all of my 
performances! The kids’ interaction was great. I just had a ball!” His ca-
reer began while he was in college. He and his peers of the Baptist Stu-
dent Union from Jacksonville, Arkansas went on a mission trip to Chicago. 
There he used simple hand tricks to entertain the children. From that 
point, he began developing his trade.   
 
As part of LSVI’s open house, he was invited to come to LSVI by his 
brother, Mr. David Eller, the school’s Assistive Technology Technician. 
During the show, he verbally helped the students to ‘see’ what was happening. Mr. Eller extracted coins from 
ears, made flip flops disappear, and created hats for students to wear. Students eagerly volunteered to be es-
corted onto the stage to participate with Mr. Eller and his assistants. Over-sized large print cards, smoke, a live 
bird, music, noise-making machines, the magician’s jokes, and the squeals of laughter made the magic show a 
success and fun for everyone present! —- Anna Gayle [agayle@lsdvi.org]  
 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Perkins School for the Blind (PSB) along with public and private agencies sponsored the 4th Annual Job Fair for 
Indiv iduals with Visual Impairments: Changing Lives One Career at a Time at Radcliffe Institute for Advanced 
Study at Harvard University in October.  This Job Fair showcased qualif ied candidates with visual impairments 
ready for all levels of employment. We are pleased to report that interv iews were held that day, others sched-
uled for the coming weeks and there was a positive attitude about hiring of candidates. An employer orienta-
tion included information about how to adapt a job site, assistive technology options, services and supports for 
employers and employees, and answered questions regarding working with someone who is blind.  
 
Outreach Services offered a fall Outdoor Wilderness program with BSA Troop 3 of Manchester, MA with Trevor 
Thomas, a long distance hiker who is blind (http://www.blindhikertrevorthomas.com/index.html) and his guide 
dog Tennille.  The weekend concluded with an open house where Thomas spoke about his experiences includ-
ing a solo hike of the Appalachian trail.  He provided resources and suggestions for people who are visually im-
paired and interested in pursuing outdoor sports. It was an inspiring weekend! 
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Activities in support of the 185th anniversary of Perkins continue. In 1842, author Charles Dickens visited Per-
kins on his U.S. tour which resulted in his writing American Notes. In those pages, he vividly described meet-
ing Laura Bridgman, the first deafblind person in the world to be formally educated. It was, in part, this ac-
count that drew the attention of Helen Keller’s parents and led them to seek help from Perkins.  In Septem-
ber, the 185th celebration committee sponsored Gerald Dickens, the author’s great grandson, who presented 
his one-man show “Mr. Dickens is Coming!” in period attire and included a special introduction touching on 
his ancestor’s landmark visit to Perkins 172 years ago. —-Beth Caruso [beth.caruso@perkins.org] 
 
MICHIGAN 
Michigan Department of Education-Low Incidence Outreach (MDE-LIO) has a range of leisure activ ities avail-
able for enjoyment at Camp Tuhsmeheta (Camp T).  Activities range from music, art, craft, sport, cooking, 
reading, collecting, outdoor pursuits like riding, hiking, paddling, skiing, caving, diving and many more. Un-
derstanding leisure as a state of mind can open the door for many conversations related to a student’s sense 
of personal freedom, competence, motivation and joy.   For a student who feels dependent or restricted, lei-
sure awareness can literally set them free.  Opportunities for recreation and leisure activities are available for 
any student that is blind or v isually impaired from any state at Camp T. If you are interested in learning more 
please contact:  Jereme Vanden Heuvel, Camp Tuhsmeheta Site Director at 888-760-2206 or vandenheu-
velj@michigan.gov. —- Susan Bradley [bradleys1@michigan.gov] 
 
MISSISSIPPI  
Mississippi School for the Blind (MSB) welcomes a new leadership team this year 
in the persons of JoAnn Malone, Superintendent, and LaKesia Bryant, Principal.  
Both Malone and Bryant served as teachers at MSB before leaving to gain admin-
istrative experience in other settings.   They bring a wealth of ideas and knowl-
edge of the needs of students who  blind or v isually impaired.  Together they 
share a vision for the future growth of the school in academic achievement and in 
student enrollment. —- Margie Owens [mowens@mde.k12.ms.us] 
 
MONTANA 
The Montana School for the Deaf and the Blind (MSDB) in collaboration with the NW Association for Blind 
Athletes hosted an athletic event in Missoula titled the “Paralympic Experience”.  All K-12 athletes who are 
blind or visually impaired liv ing in western Montana were invited to attend this first annual one-day event 
held in October.  It was designed especially for those who attend public schools and are served by the MSDB 
Outreach Program. All participants were encouraged to become physically active and learn the basic funda-
mentals for participation in martial arts, goalball and beep baseball. The “Experience” was held at Hellgate 
High School and began with Opening Ceremonies at 9:30.  It was a fun day and also presented opportunities 
for families to network.  —- Barb Balko [bbalko@msdb.mt.gov]  
 
During this year’s White Cane Safety Day celebration, MSDB’s focus was 
the safe, efficient use of the special tool of independence: the white cane. 
Students from the Visually Impaired Department competed in a White 
Cane Challenge. White cane users were given a familiar route on and 
around the MSDB campus. Throughout this route, staff members were 
carefully observing and looking for the very best cane techniques for con-
stant contact or two-point touch, contacting objects for opening doors, 
ascending stairs and descending stairs. Once students completed their 
routes, all students and staff met for an original White Cane Day song by 
our Visually Impaired Performers (V.I.P) and snacks prepared by our life 
skills classes. This was also when the winners of the White Cane Chal-
lenge were revealed!  Why focus on cane skills? Using proper cane techniques during orientation and mobility 
lessons is great, but generaliz ing those skills across environments is fantastic! Students who consistently use 
good cane techniques are good role models for other students as well as good ambassadors for our school. 
We saw so many great cane skills that every participant was not only be a winner, but also a safe, efficient, 
and independent cane traveler. -—  Geri Darko [gdarko@msdb.mt.gov]  
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NEBRASKA  
The Nebraska Center for the Education of Children Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired (NCECBVI) became 
home away from home for a college intern this semester.  Julie Schneider is completing her Master’s Degree 
from the University of Salzburg, Austria, in the area of psychology.  For six weeks, Julie observed the center-
based program, participated in outreach offerings, and resided in the dormitory guest room. 
 
Julie attended Nebraska City High School during the 2005-2006 school year as a Rotary International ex-
change student.  Julie grew up in Germany and found Nebraska City to be a great place to learn about edu-
cational systems in America.  So when the opportunity arose to return, she quickly contacted NCECBVI as a 
place to further her education. “Julie has a great deal of training related to children with behavior challenges.  
So we had Julie observe with school psychologists and provide input for the team’s plan.” Sally Giittinger, 
NCECBVI Administrator said. 
 
“The most surprising thing I have learned is the variety of things the school 
can offer to the students.  The school has all of the technology as well as the 
sensory equipment.  The teachers are so creative and know how to make the 
best out of every class,” Julie said. 
 
Not only did Julie observe classrooms, she also learned the impact of 
NCECBVI’s services statewide. “It’s amazing how the Outreach Department 
and the Instructional Resource Center takes care of so many students state-
wide.  They do a great job traveling to cities and sending out resources to 
schools.  It was so interesting to see how they send out braille textbooks and 
saved local school districts money.” 
 
 “I’ve had a very good experience and seeing the teacher-student relations 
are amazing.  The kids love the teachers and the teachers love the kids!” Julie shared.  
—-- Sally Giittinger [sgiittinger@esu4.net] 
 
NEW MEXICO  
The New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired (NMSBVI) hosted a Family Weekend in conjunc-
tion with the Grand Opening of the new Watkins Education Center during the first weekend of October. Fam-
ily Weekend was a combination of fun and educational activ ities along with opportunities for parents to see 
how their students learn. From classroom observations and hands-on learning experiences, to the Talent 
Show and Amazing Race, it was a learning packed weekend!  Parents were placed under blindfold to com-
plete some activ ities and many reported having a much greater respect for what their child experiences and 
all they accomplish despite their limitations. NMSBVI was grateful for the opportunity to connect with fami-
lies, some of which traveled from as far as 6 hours away to stay the weekend. We look forward to next year!  
—- Carolyn Delone [cdelone@nmsbvi.k12.nm.us] 
   
NEW YORK 
New York Institute for Special Education (NYISE) new school year brought exciting plans, projects and activ i-
ties to enhance the learning experience for students and to keep the teachers current with trends in the field.  
NYISE is pleased to be involved with two different projects, both geared to insure better educational tools 
and better educational outcomes for visually impaired children. 
 
First, several classes and their teachers are involved in a pilot study administered by Google, the multi-
national internet corporation.  The study focuses on a new computer application called “Classroom” which 
allows teachers to give, receive, grade and provide feedback on assignments from students.  Each of these 
functions takes place most conveniently through one portal in the teacher’s Google e-mail.  It is important to 
note that the study is specifically looking into how students with v isual impairments are able to access 
“Classroom” given their use of assistive technology, for example, computers with magnification or speech 
software. 



15                   Howe’s Now                                                Fall 2014 

 

 

Second, we are partnering with the Educational Testing Service (ETS) in research studies which will help the 
ETS improve the accuracy and fairness of assessments for students with disabilities.  Our students, from 
grade 3 through grade 12 will be tested on an individual basis using prototype versions of new items which 
were created with precise attention and consideration given to test format, test accommodations, and assis-
tive technology abilities/preferences.  NYISE is extremely proud to participate in the design phase of these 
test modifications that are essential to our students’ performance and success.  
—- Albina Gaudino [agaudino@nyise.org] 
 
NORTH CAROLINA  
Governor Morehead School (GMS) Student Life Department coordinated the first annual PINK OUT in Octo-
ber in observance of Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  PINK OUTs have become popular ways to raise 
awareness about breast cancer and are usually held during public school athletic events.  Since GMS does not 
offer the traditional public school type athletic events, the students had to think outside the box. They made 
pink tie dye shirts during the after-school program and proudly wore them during the school day to raise 
awareness about breast cancer.  Additionally, the students sold pink lemonade right outside the main school 
building.  The students had several customer groups including the Wake Young Women’s Leadership Acad-
emy [located on GMS campus], GMS parents and administrators. Because of the generous support of so 
many people, the GMS PINK OUT was a huge success.  GMS raised $313.50 that was donated to the Pretty 
In Pink Foundation serving breast cancer patients right at home in North Carolina.  Pretty In Pink Founda-
tion's mission is to provide financial assistance to uninsured and underinsured breast cancer patients with 
quality, life-saving medical treatment regardless of their ability to pay. 
—- Laura Wooten [laura.wooten@esdb.nc.gov]  
 
PENNSYLVANIA  
Overbrook School for the Blind (OSB) ended summer on a high note with a great guest speaker for our staff 
Professional Development Day. Ms. Annette Reichman, an accomplished professional in the field serving as 
the Liaison/Director, Office of Special Institutions in the U.S Department of Edu-
cation, spoke to the OSB staff about employment opportunities for the visually 
and hearing impaired.  
 
Ms. Reichman spoke of her responsibilities overseeing the American Printing 
House for the Blind and Gallaudet University.  She shared the fascinating story 
about the challenges she faced as a child who was visually impaired and hearing 
impaired, and she inspired and motivated everyone with her story.  In the future, 
we are hopeful that Ms. Reichman will provide us with updates on what’s happen-
ing in Washington as it relates to our students and services.   
 
We’ve opened our doors this fall to an enrollment of 195 students on campus, 
we’re expanding our scope by providing services to dozens more through a local school district and charter 
schools.  Our creative Early Intervention Outreach staff began this program last year, and it’s grown so much 
that we, and the OSB Board of Trustees, have established a full-time itinerant position to serve a number of 
charter schools and the Springfield school district.  
 
This year, we will also wrap up our Strategic Planning process, which recommits us to the task of preparing 
our students, expanding our programs, and reaching new populations.  And in October, we will host the first-
ever “Overbrook Experience,” a benefit to support Overbrook’s very own Farm to Table program and future 
on-campus greenhouse. —- Gloria Pfeiffer [gloria@obs.org]  
 



16                   Howe’s Now                                                Fall 2014 

 
Western Pennsylvania School for Blind Children [WPSBC] spent two weeks in June training new CVI Mentors. 
Thirteen staff members spent more than 60 hours dedicated to developing their assessment and intervention 
skills for children diagnosed with cortical v isual impairment.  In addition to the CVI Project Leader, WPSBC 
has hired a one year teacher facilitator for CVI in order to support the many students diagnosed with CVI. 
 
The school year is off to a busy start.  We continue to work diligently on revising our curriculum, though we 
terribly miss the leadership of Rick Welsh on our curriculum committee.   
 
Once again, WPSBC helped to sponsor the 2014 VisionWalk, a signature fundraising event of the Foundation 
Fighting Blindness.  Over 10 Million Americans are affected by blinding retinal diseases including macular de-
generation, retinitis pigmentosa and Usher syndrome. The Foundation Fighting Blindness is working to find 
treatments and cures for these devastating diseases. They fund leading edge research in area such as genet-
ics, gene therapy, transplantation, artif icial retinal implants and pharmaceutical and nutritional therapies.  
WPSBC is proud to work in collaboration with the Foundation Fighting Blindness on their meaningful efforts to 
promote awareness of this cause.   
 
Our Outreach Program continues to thrive.  We continue to offer CVI Clinic to non-enrolled students.  We 
also offer a Comprehensive Developmental Assessment at Outreach Clinic every Thursday morning.  The as-
sessment is completed for students who are birth-21 by a team comprised of an occupational therapist, a 
physical therapist, a speech and language pathologist and a teacher of the visually impaired/certif ied orienta-
tion and mobility specialist.  —— Beth Ramella [ramellab@wpsbc.org] 
 
Western Pennsylvania School for Blind Children [WPSBC] spent two weeks in June training new CVI Mentors. 
Thirteen staff members spent more than 60 hours dedicated to developing their assessment and intervention 
skills for children diagnosed with cortical v isual impairment.  In addition to the CVI Project Leader, WPSBC 
has hired a one year teacher facilitator for CVI in order to support the many students diagnosed with CVI. 
 
The school year is off to a busy start.  We continue to work diligently on revising our curriculum, though we 
terribly miss the leadership of Rick Welsh on our curriculum committee.   
 
Once again, WPSBC helped to sponsor the 2014 VisionWalk, a signature fundraising event of the Foundation 
Fighting Blindness.  Over 10 Million Americans are affected by blinding retinal diseases including macular de-
generation, retinitis pigmentosa and Usher syndrome. The Foundation Fighting Blindness is working to find 
treatments and cures for these devastating diseases. They fund leading edge research in area such as genet-
ics, gene therapy, transplantation, artif icial retinal implants and pharmaceutical and nutritional therapies.  
WPSBC is proud to work in collaboration with the Foundation Fighting Blindness on their meaningful efforts to 
promote awareness of this cause.   
 
Our Outreach Program continues to thrive.  We continue to offer CVI Clinic to non-enrolled students.  We 
also offer a Comprehensive Developmental Assessment at Outreach Clinic every Thursday morning.  The as-
sessment is completed for students who are birth-21 by a team comprised of an occupational therapist, a 
physical therapist, a speech and language pathologist and a teacher of the visually impaired/certif ied orienta-
tion and mobility specialist.  —— Beth Ramella [ramellab@wpsbc.org] 
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TENNESSEE  
Tennessee School for the Blind (TSB) began its 169th year of enriching the lives of the visually impaired in Au-
gust by officially welcoming the school’s new principal.  Dr. Susan Brennan was introduced to the staff and stu-
dent body by Superintendent Dr. Martin Monson after being chosen and accepting the invitation to join the 
team.  A more comprehensive article about her philosophy and arrival in Nashville is available in the September 
edition of the Roar of the Tiger newsletter. 
 
The beginning of the new school year also presented a platform to reveal the school’s newly produced video 
“Beyond Vision”.  This must see six minute overview of the school’s activ ities expresses both enthusiasm and 
the energy focused on indiv idualized excellence in creating contributing participating members of society.  It’s 
available for viewing from the front page of the school’s website www.tsbtigers.org.  
 
Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam, Nashville Mayor Karl Dean and Assistant Commissioner of Education Joel Has-
sell joined Dr. Monson and the TSB staff in welcoming schools competing in the 2014 NCASB Track and Field 
Conference Championship.  Thrilled to be this year’s host, TSB accommodated schools from ten states on a 
September weekend.  The energy ignited both the TSB Boy’s and Girl’s Track Teams as both teams won top 
honors in the conference.    
  
“Back to the Basics” was the theme of the 24th annual Unity Conference held at TSB in October.  This national 
conference for educators, parents, and personnel who work with students who are visually impaired featured 
guest speaker, Jennifer Wheeler.  A technology specialist, Ms. Wheeler delivered the keynote address on the 
use of assistive technology for students with multiple disabilities.  More than 100 educators from across the 
state, along with parents of children who are visually impaired, participated in the conference.   
—– Tim Jack [tim.jack@tsbtigers.org]  
 
TEXAS 
The Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired (TSBVI) publishes many books, assessment materials and 
supplementary curriculum guides. These are in use nationally and internationally, and have been translated 
with permission for use in Spain, China, Canada and elsewhere. Among the projects currently under develop-
ment are: 

• An orientation and mobility guide for young children building off the success of the revised TAPS curriculum 

currently on the market; 

• A guidebook on the Nemeth mathematics code; 

• A book with the working title of Making Math Meaningful geared towards students in modified academic 

programs; 

• A series of 10 books built around TSBVI’s campus EXIT (Experiences in Transition) Program with titles such 

as Personal Management and Physical Health; 

• A yoga book written by a COMS; and 

• An abacus guidebook.    

  
For more information contact the TSBVI Curriculum Coordinator, Debra Sewell at sewelld@tsbvi.edu  or 512-
206-9183. —— William Daugherty [billdaugherty@tsbvi.edu] 
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Summer Programs at the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
By Scott Baltisberger, Kristine Seljenes, Garner Vogt, and Bill Daugherty 

 
Over 300 students who do not attend TSBVI during the school year enroll in a wide variety of summer pro-
grams lasting one week to six weeks.  There is no charge to parents or school districts as funding for the 
program is specified in the school’s legislative appropriation.  The programs are for both elementary and 
secondary students, and each are designed to accommodate a range of learning needs.  The Academic Sec-
ondary Enrichment (ASE) classes for the summer of 2014 were Camp Challenge, Art from the Heart, Camp 
Fine Arts, Getting There, Adventure/ Outdoor Education, Middle School Enrichment, Performance Arts In-
tensive, Rock Band, Taste of Independence, Web Masters, Wildcat Catering and Bistro, and Writer’s Work-
shop.  Tis report focuses on Camp Challenge.      
 
Camp Challenge was designed to offer an opportunity for students to undertake a variety of mental and 
physical challenges through activ ities which may not be available to them during their regular school-year 
program.  This year's activities included: outdoor rock climbing, stand-up paddle boarding, self-defense 
workshop, high and low ropes challenge course, camping, zip lining, circus arts, spelunking, flying small air-
craft, indoor skydiv ing, and community give-back trail rebuilding at a state park. 
 
Camp Challenge’s focus is on the Expanded Core Curriculum skills of self-determination and social interac-
tion.  While other areas of the ECC were infused throughout the activ ities, our guiding philosophy was that 
by providing experiences that enhance and develop self-awareness, self-confidence and interpersonal com-
munication skills, participants acquire abilities and outlooks that can be applied across a wide spectrum of 
lifelong learning. 
 
During each activity, students were encouraged to assess their areas of personal strengths and needs, and 
set a goal for themselves.  Techniques for addressing and reducing stress were reviewed by the group and 
potential strategies presented.  Once each activity was complete, students assessed their progress toward 
their goals and identified techniques and strategies that had best served them.  This process increased self-
awareness and gave participants tools for managing future life challenges. 
 
A major objective of Camp Challenge was to enhance interpersonal communication skills.  During all activ i-
ties, it was paramount that participants engage in appropriate and effective interactions with peers and 
adults.  It was important for each indiv idual to attend to instructions, communicate understanding, and ex-
press personal needs with regard to each challenge.  In addition, teamwork and team accomplishment were 
stressed.  We explored the concepts of group dynamics and group communication and sought to endow 
everyone with a better understanding of how to work effectively within these situations.  The daily schedule 
is the best way to understand this actioned-packed week, so it is broken down here day by day. 
 
Sunday 
• Students arrived on campus with their families and, after bidding them goodbye, travelled to the dormi-

tory that would be their base camp for all the coming week's undertakings.  Each indiv idual was shown 
their room and oriented to the new environment.  They were also introduced to the TSBVI staff and fel-
low campers with whom they would soon be sharing many challenges.  

• The first activity was a swim test at the campus pool to ensure that everyone would be prepared for our 
many water-based exploits.  

• After this, the entire group met to discuss our itinerary and go over rules and standards for the camp.  
We also introduced an overview of the self-determination curriculum that is at the heart of Camp Chal-
lenge, including the concepts of goal-setting, managing stress, identifying strengths and needs, identify-
ing supports and resources, teamwork and locus of control.  
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• Jiu-jitsu: After dinner, we headed to our on-campus gym where we were met by a large group from Van-
dry Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu.  After an introduction and instructions from Olympic Jiu-Jitsu artist Professor Wil-
liam Vandry, the students shared a bit about their visual impairments.  Students of William Vandry helped 
to provide one-on-one self-defense instruction to the students.  The students learned a number of chal-
lenging self-defense strategies and moves.  Professor William shared with the group that he, too, is visu-
ally impaired but that has never stopped him from achieving his goals.  He shared portions of his life story 
and his accomplishments, not the least of which is owner of a successful Jiu-Jitsu school, and encouraged 
the students that “Liv ing life well is the best revenge” for those that bully you today. 

 
Monday 
•     Outdoor Rock Climb: Our first activity on Monday morning was rock climbing at Reimer's Ranch, a Travis 

County Park located several miles outside Austin.  Upon our arrival we met our guides from the Austin 
Rock Gym and were issued our climbing gear.  We then trekked down into a heavily forested canyon to 
arrive at the site of our climb.  Several different climbing routes of varying difficulty were available, and 
campers were able to choose the level of challenge they preferred.  After the climb, we returned to the 
top of the canyon for lunch.  This activity offered challenges in many areas.  The walk into the canyon 
along an undeveloped trail offered an orientation and mobility experience much different than that typi-
cally encountered by campers when they are at home.  Apart from the physical challenges of the climb, 
indiv iduals needed to use communication and interpersonal skills to ensure that they received and pro-
vided appropriate levels of support. 

• Camping: After the ropes course, the group headed to Pedernales Falls State Park.  Upon arrival, the stu-
dents paired up to set up their tents.  Teamwork and communication were essential during this activ ity.  
Students who had experience or understood the process of setting up a tent were quick to step in and 
help those who were learning.  Students were instructed in fire safety and techniques for building a 
campfire.  Staff provided information regarding environmental issues and safety related to the area.  Stu-
dents volunteered to help prepare a dinner of shish kebabs over the fire.  Once the camp was set up and 
dinner eaten, the students sat around the fire and sang, socialized, and shared stories and experiences. 

 
Tuesday 
• Ropes Course:  This day started with the group travelling to Georgetown, Texas to take advantage of the 

Georgetown Challenge Course.  There were two components to the event.  First were the "low elements" 
during which the group needed to work together in order to solve a variety of mental challenges.  Group 
dynamics and communication were discussed during this portion.  The second part of the day involved 
the "high elements" which took place 30 to 40 feet above the ground.  Indiv iduals needed to solve their 
own challenges during these events but also relied on group support and feedback. 

• Barton Springs Swim: The group went to Barton Springs pool, which has a constant 68-degree tempera-
ture, to cool off and swim in the natural spring fed water.  Some of the students chose to jump off the 
div ing board.  Everyone had a good time in the chilly waters and navigating the deep and shallow spots in 
the pool.  After the swim, we gathered in the park and discussed types of stress (good and bad), re-
viewed stress management techniques, and discussed how physical, mental, and emotional stresses can 
impact one another.  We also talked about locus of control and how we can make an impact on our lives 
by taking proactive steps to affect the outcome of events. 

• Spelunking:  From Barton Springs we traveled to Whirlpool Cave in South Austin.  This natural feature is 

an undeveloped cavern, accessible only with permission from the Austin Watershed Commission.  Volun-
teers from the University of Texas Grotto (a local caving group) met us and provided the needed equip-
ment, guidance and instruction to undertake the challenge.  For two hours, we crawled, slithered, climbed 
and squeezed through muddy, dark passageways some fifty feet beneath the earth's surface.  Dealing 
with this new terrain and navigating unusual mobility problems was quite an undertaking, in addition to 
learning how to manage our varying levels of claustrophobia.  Luckily, our guides proved more than up to 
the task, and everyone made it through the cavern.  Afterwards, many expressed that it was the most 
daunting, but also the most rewarding, experience. 
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 Wednesday 
• Zip lining:  Wednesday morning we drove to Lake Travis Zipline Adventures.  We were taken by van and boat 

to an amazing zipline course over Lake Travis.  The students put on harnesses, helmets, and gloves and, af-
ter an initial training, were clipped on to a zip line and “zipped” on three lines, two of which are among the 
longest in Texas.  Many students expressed initial fear and apprehension leading up to this event.  They en-
couraged each other throughout.  All were able to face their fears and complete this activity.  The smiles on 
their faces during and after their “zips” were priceless. 

• Circus Arts:  Then the group headed back to Austin where we met a group from Sky Candy for instruction in 
circus arts.  This included aerial arts (silks, lyra, and trapeze), hula hooping, and magic tricks.  The aerial arts 
required a considerable amount of work on strength, balance, and motor planning.  Hula hooping and magic, 
while not as physically taxing, called for following directions and perseverance in order to be successful.  

• Stand-up paddling:  Our next stop was the Expedition School where we were introduced to the sport of 

stand-up paddling.  This sport requires a significant degree of balance and coordination.  Everyone needed to 
listen carefully and follow the directions of our instructors in order to complete the task successfully.  We 
used this time to discuss how exercise is important for maintaining good health and reduces stress, and how 
there are many different forms that exercise can take.  The students were encouraged to continue seeking 
out opportunities for exercise that appeal to them.  

• Indoor skydiving:  Our final stop for the evening was at iFly Indoor Skydiv ing.  The students were lead in a 

discussion of breaking down goals and challenges into manageable steps, weighing options, and deciding 
which option to pursue.  We discussed how to build resilience by looking at how one perceives a situation, 
taking action to solve problems that come up, and having a support system and asking for help when 
needed.  We reviewed the importance of telling someone if you feel bullied, and that everyone has the right 
to live, work, learn, and feel safe in all environments.  After that, each student suited up and was given in-
struction on how to adjust their bodies on a table in a training room with the instructor.  Everyone suited up 
and went into the waiting area of the wind tunnel.  While flying in the wind tunnel, students wore googles 
and earplugs and were allowed to experience the (sometimes overwhelming) sensory experience of flying.  
The wind tunnel was an excellent metaphor for how sometimes life can sweep us off our feet and once we 
recognize this, we should use the actions we can to break the moment down into manageable steps (in this 
case, listen to the instructor and use the body movements taught in the training room). 

    
Thursday 
• Challenge Air:  The next morning we were escorted to a beautiful home that included a hangar where a 

group of small plane pilots and their families were waiting for us.  After a hands-on tour of a 72-year-old 
plane, the students were taken up in one of five single engine planes.  Once in the air, those who chose to 
were able to take over the controls of the plane.  Once again, the students faced their fears and apprehen-
sions and took full advantage of this opportunity. 

• Community gives back:  For this activity, we went to McKinney Falls State Park and helped Park Rangers (and 
the overloaded maintenance crew) rebuild a trail that had been washed out during recent flooding.  The stu-
dents used wheelbarrows, shovels, rakes, and their own hard work to spread the gravel level and make the 
trail to the amphitheater groomed once again.  They had to use team work, creative thinking, reflect on the 
importance of maintaining a positive attitude, even when tired and hot, and discussed how attitudes can have 
a domino effect on the people around them.  After the trail rebuilding, we learned about the geological fea-
tures of Upper Falls with the Park Ranger. 

• Gratitude and Reflection:  The students had the opportunity to express their appreciation to the indiv iduals 
and organizations that had provided them with the numerous opportunities for growth they had been given 
throughout the week.  The students collaborated to design and create picture frames and thank you cards for 
each of our hosts.  This activ ity allowed the students to exercise their creativ ity and address the concepts of 
appreciation and reciprocity.  
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Friday 
• Parents arrived at lunchtime and we all gathered for lunch and a short presentation.  The students 

were challenged one last time to share their stories of personal growth with one another and their 
families as well as to take this experience with them when faced with challenges in the future. 

 
Summary 
One of the most useful features to TSBVI’s Summer Programs is the extensive reports on each student’s 
progress that is sent to school districts and parents at the end of summer.  These reports greatly con-
tribute to relationship building between parents, school districts and TSBVI.  This allows TSBVI to be-
come a partner in the education of the 9,000+ students with v isual impairments across the state, re-
gardless of where they attend school.  A parent reading what their child did at Camp Challenge is very 
likely to begin seeing their son or daughter in an entirely new light in terms of interests and capabilities 
that can be fostered at home.  We know this because we routinely survey them, and this is a frequently 
reported outcome.  

Role Model Videos: Blind/Visually Impaired 

Colorado School for the Deaf and the Blind 

The most important thing a parent can do is to let their child figure things out on their own.  Give them the 
same expectations as their peers!” says Matt Simpson, featured in a new role model video produced by the 
Colorado School for the Deaf and the Blind (CSDB) Outreach program. 
 
Families, students and professionals can now easily access 
information from role models who are blind/visually impaired.  
Almost two dozen role models talk about their life experiences 
on their journey from youth to becoming successful adults. 
Several of these videos have been uploaded to the CSDB You-
Tube Channel and the CSDB website. Watch each week for 
additions to the role model video collection. 
 
• CSDB You-Tube channel 
   
      w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / p l a y l i s t ?
l is t = P L 4 V 2 VI x o rH ie u y 5 5 bm kI wA FU V R 07 V 8 5 d 0  
• CSDB website - www.csdb.org/programs-services/outreach-
programs-3/outreach-resources/resources-bvi/ 
 
Through the role model videos, children learn self-advocacy, gain a better sense of identity and belonging, 
and positively relate to an adult who has similar life experiences. Parents and professionals gain insight and 
ideas for supporting their child/student in becoming a successful adult. 
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Braille Institute’s iBraille Challenge Mobile App 
is Co-Recipient for Touch of Genius Prize 

 

The National Braille Press’ Touch of Genius Prize for Innovation is awarded annually  
to inspire innovators to continue the promotion of braille literacy worldwide. This year’s  

prize for 2013 was awarded to two co-recipients, including Braille Institute of America  
and California State University of Los Angeles Charter College of Education for their submission of 
the iBraille Challenge Mobile App project. As co-leaders of the iBraille Challenge app, Braille Institute 

and CSULA were awarded $10,000 of the $20,000 prize. They share the prize with co-recipients 
Pranay Jain and Anshul Singhal for their submission of a Tactile Caliper. 
 

This year, the Touch of Genius Prize focused on professional software, educational  
software, gaming software, or apps that promote tactile and braille learning, and braille or  
tactile-related hardware. The iBraille Challenge App is based on several of The Braille Challenge® 

contests developed by Braille Institute 15 years ago. Like The Challenge, which is now a national 
reading and writing contest taken by more than 1,000 blind and visually impaired students at 43 re-
gional sites in the U.S. and Canada, the iBraille Challenge app is designed to improve students’ over-

all braille literacy skills.  
 
The development and dissemination of the project is funded through the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion by the Stepping Up Technology grant through the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). 

The grant provides funding for technical development, the creation of content, equipment, beta 
testing, and piloting the app with teachers and students nationally. Once the grant funded period 
ends, the app will be available, without cost, through the iTunes Store, Braille Institute, and Califor-

nia State University Los Angeles. 
 
Similar to the national program, contests and activities in the app are geared for students in 1st 

through 12th grade. Using an iOS device and braille display, students are able to take reading tests 
for practice with reading comprehension and speed and accuracy. Writing tests in the app provide 
practice for spelling and grammar, and speed and accuracy. The app also features practice activities 

that support the skills tested in the contests, and are developed based on theory and research 
aligned with the national Common Core Standards for Education. Each student’s performance in the 
app is captured to include score reports and a miscue analysis, allowing teachers to interpret scores 

and help students understand their performance.  
 
Currently in its 2nd year of development, the iBraille Challenge Mobile App team is ready to begin the 
testing process and is reaching out to schools, teachers and their braille-reading students interested 

in participating in January. The process includes a 16-week testing period to evaluate the content. 
Participants will receive equipment for testing and full training on use of an iOS device and braille 
display. If you have students who are reading near or on grade level, and would like to participate, 

please contact Dr. Cheryl Kamei-Hannan from CSULA at cherylkamei@hotmail.com.  
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New Mexico School for  the Blind and Visually Impaired  
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Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind Athletes Conquer New Courses 
 
The Cross Country team at the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind (FSDB) is special for many reasons–
our school is not like others in many ways. Other schools provide opportunities to train during the summer 
and on Saturdays. We have only a few short weeks to prepare our athletes for the season plus we must jug-
gle around students liv ing in other cities–all of whom go home during the weekends. 
 
Our students this year have put in 110% during team practice and game meets against other schools. This 
year's team has eight visually impaired boys and one hard of hearing girl. This is first year that the VI stu-
dents have dominated the team. They all have hearts like Olympians and self-motivation that is awe-
inspiring!   
 
At each away meet, some of our student athletes do have a few obstacles to conquer. Cross country courses 
at each school do not follow a regulatory design; each course is different. If a visually impaired athlete is not 
familiar with the course or if it lacks clear marks for navigation, confusion can ensue. Even with these chal-
lenges, our student athletes show up at every game practice and meet with smiles on their faces. This posi-
tive attitude shows their determination to complete each race to the best of their ability.  
 
This year, all of our cross country athletes have put in outstanding performances at every one of the schools 
against whom they raced. "We are immensely proud of their performance, with two first place wins thus far, 
including one second place win," said FSDB Blind/Career Education and Transition Principal Mary Lou Hof-
mann. "I am confident that the majority of our students will place well in the district meets and move up to 
take on the regional competition." 
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Remembering Dr. Richard L. Welsh 
By Dr. Michael Bina, Maryland School for the Blind 

 
Rick, who was the COSB 2013 Bill English Leadership Award winner, 
passed away September 13, 2014 after a hard fought 12 year battle with 
cancer.   
 
Dr. Welsh was a highly respected leader in the blindness field.  He was 
recipient of numerous awards culminating with his induction into the 
Leaders and Legends in the Blindness Field’s Hall of Fame. He ed-
ited the landmark Foundations of Orientation and Mobility textbook. As a 
staunch advocate for professionalization of the field, he championed codes 
of ethics, certif ication, licensure, continuing education, professional litera-

The Maryland School for the Blind Board passed a resolution in 1990 honoring him for his 12 year tenure as 
MSB stating, “We commend Dr. Welsh for his character, his good fellowship, his kindness and his grace— evi-
dences of which are everywhere apparent to us who have watched with the pride of the growth of the school 
programs during his tenure.”   Rick was a mentor, beloved friend and trusted colleague. With deep sadness, 
we feel his profound loss. With sincere gratitude, we reflect on his rich legacy he left for us to carry forward. 
In his memory, we will.        

COSB OFFICERS AND THE COSB BOARD 
         
 Steve Gettel, President     Dean Stenehjem, Board Member 
 Montana School for the Deaf and Blind    Washington State School for the Blind 
 3911 Central Avenue      2214 E. 13th Street   
 Great Falls, MT  59405-1697     Vancouver, WA   98661-1420 
 sgettel@msdb.mt.gov      dean.stenehjem@wssb.wa.gov 
           
 Michael Bina, Secretary/Treasurer   Steven Rothstein, Board Member 
 Maryland School for the Blind     Perkins School  
 3501 Taylor Avenue      175 N. Beacon Street 
 Baltimore, MD   21236     Watertown, MA  02472 
 michaelb@mdschblind.org     steven.rothstein@perkins.org 
  
 Todd Reeves, President-Elect    Linda Lyle, Board Member 
 Western Pennsylvania School for Blind Children  New Mexico School for the Blind/VI  
 201 North Bellefield Ave.      1900 White Sands Blvd. 
 Pittsburgh, PA  15213      Alamogordo, NM  88310 
 reevest@wpsbc.org      lly le@nmsbvi.k12.nm.us 
  
 Bobby Simpson, Board Member    Nancy Armstrong, Board Member 
 Louisiana School for the Blind     Virginia School for the Deaf & the Blind 
 2888 Brightside Drive      PO Box 2069 
 Baton Rouge, LA   70820     Staunton, VA   24402-2069 
 bsimpson@lsvi.org      narmstrong@ vsdb.k12.va.us 
  
 Jim Durst, Past-President     
 Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired     
 500 Walnut Street        
 Indianapolis, IN  46240-2504  
 jdurst@isbvik12.org       
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PO Box 1909 
Auburn, Alabama 36831-1909 

Louisiana School for the Visually Impaired (LSVI) was treated to the wonder of magic in August.  
Mr.  Randall Eller, a professional magician for twenty-five years, said he had never performed for 
a visually impaired audience before.  


